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LETTER 


FROM 


THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE, 


TRANSMITTING, 


_IN RESPONSE TO A SENATE RESOLUTION OF DECEMBER 15 (CAL- 


ENDAR DAY, DECEMBER 23), 1918, CERTAIN INFORMATION AND 


- BFIGURES, SO FAR AS THE DEPARTMENT IS CONCERNED, RELA- 


TIVE TO THE COST OF THE WAR WITH GERMANY AND AUSTRIA. 


January 31, 1919.—Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, January 28, 1919. 


Sir: In response to the resolution of the Senate adopted Decem- 
_ ber 23, 1918, I transmit herewith a report giving full information and 


figures, so far as the department is concerned, relative to the cost of 
the war with Germany and Austria. 
Expenditures in this department on account of the war with Ger- 


_ many and Austria were made largely from the appropriations, aggre- 


gating $22,378,263, provided by the food production acts of August 
10, 1917, and November 21, 1918; the deficiency appropriation of 
$4,000,000 for the purchase and sale of seed to farmers in drought- 
stricken areas; the appropriation of $10,000,000 in the-food-control 
act of August 10, 1917, and the Agriculture Appropriation act of 


- October 1,-1918, for the purchase and sale of nitrate of soda to 


farmers; and certain allotments from the President’s emergency 


_ fund for the national security and defense and from appropriations 


of the War and Navy Departments. Expenditures from these funds 


_ and allotments, from April 6, 1917, to December 31, 1918, together 
_ with outstanding obligations on the latter date, are indicated by 


projects.in the accompanying report. These expenditures and obli- 
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gations aggregated $22,683,351.30, but as the sum of $8,032,550.50, 


representing proceeds from sales of seed and nitrate of soda, was 


deposited to the credit of the appropriations involved for ‘further 
expenditure in accordance with law, the net expenditures and obli- 
gations to December 31 were $14,650,800.80. 

In addition to the information specifically requested by the resolu- — 
tion, the report includes an estimate of contemplated expenditures 
from emergency appropriations and allotments from January 1, 1919, 
to June 30, 1919, amounting to $6,308,290.30. 3 

All branches of the department, immediately after the entrance of 
the United States into the war, readjusted their activities to enable 
them to deal more effectively with emergency problems. Many of 
them, including those financed from the appropriations provided by 
the regular agricultural act, rendered service in a number of directions 
to other branches of the Government, especially the War and Navy 
Departments, the Food and Fuel Administrations, and the: War. 
Trade, War Industries, and Shipping Boards. Through the Bureau of 
Animal Industry, the department not only continued to safeguard the 
meat supply for the civilian population, but it also inspected the 
meats used at the various cantonments, training camps, forts, posts, 
and naval stations, and aided in the organization of the Veterinarian — 
Corps. Through the Forest Service, it rendered valuable assistance 
to practically all branches of the Government having to do with the 
_ purchase or use of forest products and to many industries which 
supplied war material to the Government, made a thorough study of 
the lumber situation, aided in many directions the Bureau of Aircraft 
Production and the Navy Department in the execution of their 
airplane program, conducted cooperative tests on a large scale at the | 
- forest products laboratory, and collaborated in the organization of the 
forestry regiments. Its Bureau of Markets cooperated with the War 
Industries Board in broadening channels of distribution and stimu- 
lating the use of stocks of low-grade cotton and worked with the Food 
Administration in the handling of grains, and in other of its activities. 
Its Bureau of Chemistry assisted other departments in preparing 
specifications for articles needed by them, aided the War Department 
in the organization of its chemical research work and in making tests 
of fabrics and supplies, worked out formulas for waterproofing 
leather, and maintained intimate touch with the related service of the 


Food Administration. In like manner, through the States Relations _ 


Service and the Bureaus of Soils, Roads, Biology, and Entomology, — 
the department’s services were freely extended to other branches of 


the Government. It would be impossible, with any substantial — | 


degree of accuracy, to segregate the expenditures that were made for 
these purposes. Furthermore, many of the scientific and adminis- 
trative officers of this department, whose salaries are paid from funds 
provided in the regular appropriation acts, have devoted a great deal 
of their time to the supervision and direction of emergency activities. 
As their duties in connection with these activities were more or less. 
incidental to their regular work, it did not seem feasible to include 
such expenditures, which in the aggregate were relatively small, in 
the accompanying report. 
Very truly, yours, | 
! D. F.. Houston, Secretary. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. : | 
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